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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 
Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not 
so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. Furthermore, under 
PCT Rule 13.2 the requirement of unity of invention referred to in PCT Rule 13.1 shall be 
fulfilled only when there is a technical relationship among those inventions involving one or 
more of the same or corresponding special technical features. The expression "special technical 
feature" shall mean those technical features that define a contribution which each of the claimed 
inventions, considered as a whole, makes over prior art. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in reply to this action, to elect a 
single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-11, 20, 21, 23-26, 28, 30, 34, 36, and 38, drawn to a recombinant nucleic 
acid encoding a CAB domain, a vector comprising a nucleic acid encoding a CAB domain, a 
host cell comprising a recombinant nucleic acid encoding a CAB domain, a method for 
producing genetically engineered host cells comprising a recombinant nucleic acid encoding a 
CAB domain. 

Group II, claim(s) 12-19, 22, 27, 29, 31, 35, 37, and 39, drawn to a nucleic acid composition 
encoding a fusion protein containing one or more CAB domains, a host cell comprising a nucleic 
acid composition encoding two nucleic acids, a method for producing genetically engineered 
host cells comprising nucleic acid compositions encoding CAB domains. 

Group III, claim(s) 32, drawn to a non-human animal containing host cells comprising 
recombinant nucleic acids encoding a CAB domain. 

Group IV, claim(s) 33, drawn to a non-human animal containing host cells comprising nucleic 
acids encoding a nucleic acid composition. 



Application/Control Number: 09/831,096 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 1632 



Group V, claim(s) 40-44, drawn to a method of multimerizing fusion proteins in a host cells 
comprising a nucleic acid encoding a CAB domain. 

Group VI, claim(s) 45, drawn to a method for providing animal cells comprising a nucleic acid 
composition encoding a nucleic acid encoding a CAB domain. 

Group VII, claim(s) 46-48, drawn to a kit comprising a nucleic acid composition encoding a 
CAB domain. 

Group VIII, claim(s) 46-49, drawn to drawn to a kit comprising a nucleic acid composition 
encoding a CAB domain and a DNA constructs containing a cloning site in place of a 
heterologous domain. 

Group IX, claim(s) 46, 50, drawn to drawn to drawn to a kit comprising a nucleic acid 
composition encoding a CAB domain and a DNA constructs containing a cloning site in place of 
a target gene. 

The inventions listed in Group I do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT 
Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical 
feature for the following reasons: The special technical feature linking groups I-IX appears to be 
that they all relate to the nucleic acid encoding a CAB domain, comprising a portion of 
calcineurin A and a portion of calcineurin B, wherein the CAB domain forms a tripartite 
complex with an FKBP/CAB ligand and an FKBP domain. 

However, Watanabe et al. (JBC 1995, Identification in the Calcineurin A Subunit of the Domain 
That Binds the Regulatory B Subunit. 270(1): 456-460) teach the fusion protein that consists of 
the calcineurin A and B subunits bound together. 

Therefore, the technical feature linking the inventions of groups I-IX does not constitute a 
special technical feature as defined by PCT Rule 13.2, as it does not define a contribution over 
the prior art. 

The special technical feature of Group I is considered to be a recombinant nucleic acid encoding 
a fusion protein of the calcineurin A and B subunits, vector comprising the nucleic acid encoding 
a fusion protein of the calcineurin A and B subunits, a host cell comprising a nucleic acid 
encoding a fusion protein of the calcineurin A and B subunits, and a method for producing 
genetically engineered host cells comprising a recombinant nucleic acid encoding a fusion 
protein of the calcineurin A and B subunits. 

The special technical feature of Group II is considered to be a nucleic acid composition encoding 
a fusion protein of the calcineurin A and B subunits, a host cell comprising a nucleic acid 
composition encoding two nucleic acids, a method for producing genetically engineered host 
cells comprising nucleic acid compositions encoding calcineurin A and B domains. 
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The special technical feature of Group III is considered non-human animal containing host cells 
comprising recombinant nucleic acids encoding a fusion protein of the calcineurin A and B 
domains. 

The special technical feature of Group IV is considered non-human animal containing host cells 
comprising nucleic acids encoding a nucleic acid composition of the calcineurin A and B 
domains. 

The special technical feature of Group V is considered a method of multimerizing fusion proteins 
in a host cells comprising a nucleic acid encoding a fusion protein of the calcineurin A and B 
domains. 

The special technical feature of Group VI is considered a method for providing animal cells 
comprising a nucleic acid composition encoding a nucleic acid encoding a fusion protein of the 
calcineurin A and B domains. 

The special technical feature of Group VII is considered a kit comprising a nucleic acid 
composition encoding a fusion protein of the calcineurin A and B domains. 

The special technical feature of Group VIII is considered a kit comprising a nucleic acid 
composition encoding a fusion protein of the calcineurin A and B domains and DNA constructs 
containing a cloning site in place of a heterologous domain. 

The special technical feature of Group IX is considered a kit comprising a nucleic acid 
composition encoding a fusion protein of the calcineurin A and B domains and DNA constructs 
containing a cloning site in place of a target gene. 

Accordingly, Groups I-IX are not so linked by the same or a corresponding special technical 
feature as to form a single general inventive concept. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David Montanari, Ph.D whose telephone number is 1-571-272- 
3 108. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ram Shukla, Ph.D can be reached on 1-571-272-0735. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 1-571-273-3800. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





